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Decision Report

Classification decisions are made in accordance with the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer 
Games) Act 1995 (the Act), the National Classification Code and the Classification Guidelines. 

Production Details:

Title: THE STAGING POST
Alternate titles: 
Producer/s: NOT SHOWN
Director/s: NOT SHOWN
Year of Production: 2017
Duration: 60 MINUTES
Version: ORIGINAL
Format: ONLINE
Country/ies of origin: AUSTRALIA
Language/s: ENGLISH, Afghan
Application type: FO1
Applicant: LIGHT SOUND ART FILM

Dates:

Date application received by the Classification Board: 14 May 2019
Date of decision: 07 June 2019

Decision:

Classification: PG
Consumer advice: Mild themes

File No: T19/1609



Synopsis:

The Staging Post is an Australian documentary film which follows the lives of Hazara Afghan 
refugees living in Indonesia and awaiting resettlement to a third country.

Reasons for the Decision:

In making this decision, the Classification Board has applied the Classification (Publications, Films 
and Computer Games) Act 1995 (the Classification Act), the National Classification Code (the 
Code) and the Guidelines for the Classification of Films 2012 (the Guidelines).

In the Board’s view this film warrants a PG classification as, in accordance with item 6 of the films 
table of the Code, it cannot be recommended for viewing by persons who are less than 15 years 
of age without the guidance of their parents or guardians. 

Pursuant to the Guidelines, this film is classified PG as the impact of the classifiable elements is 
mild. Material classified PG may contain material which some children find confusing or upsetting, 
and may require the guidance of parents or guardians. It is not recommended for viewing by 
persons less than 15 years of age without guidance from parents or guardians.

The classifiable elements are themes and violence that are mild in viewing impact.

The examples described below do not represent an exhaustive list of the content that caused the 
film to be classified PG. The times given are approximations.

THEMES and VIOLENCE
__________

The film contains themes that have a low sense of threat or menace and are justified by context. 
The film also contains infrequent mild violence that is justified by context. The two elements are, 
at times, inextricably linked within the documentary narrative of the film.

At 3 minutes, a brief sequence shows archival news footage of the bombing of a school classroom 
in Afghanistan. An external shot depicts a building engulfed by flames before the camera cuts to 
an internal shot depicting the damage to the building after the fire.

At 6 minutes, Muzafar, a refugee, explains that Hazara people are an ethnic minority in 
Afghanistan and are being killed by religious extremists. Later, at 17 minutes, he receives news 
that another bomb has been detonated in the Hazara region and that 14 people have been killed.

At 30 minutes, Tahira, a refugee, describes how she came to Indonesia looking for her husband, 
who left Indonesia for Australia and “went missing”. She cries as she says she still hopes he will 
return. Later, at 56 minutes, on-screen text during an epilogue sequence says that Tahira has 
been resettled in Canada but that she “never heard from her husband again”.

In the Board’s opinion, the treatment of themes and violence is mitigated by the film’s 
documentary context and imparts a mild impact. A classification of PG is therefore appropriate, 
with consumer advice of mild themes best describing the most impactful content and subsuming 
the element of violence.

Decision:

This film is classified PG with consumer advice of mild themes.


